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Perspective 

• Not the end of 
planning 

• Planning is part of 
the solution, not the 
problem 
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Outline 
• Background 
• Content 
• Some key issues 
• Representations 

NPPF Word cloud 
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Moving into a new era for 
planning 

1929 1945 1960 1979 1992 2010 

Economic 
Climate 

Political 
Movement 

Planning  
Agenda  

Great 
Depression 

WWII 

Post War 
austerity and 
Reconstruction 

Macdonald / 
Churchill 

Atlee / 
MacMillian 

Barlow Report 

Dispersal/Relocation 

Suburban Expansion 

Nationalisation 

Slum 
Clearance 

New Towns 

Stop-Go 
Economy 

Wilson / Heath / 
Callaghan 

Propping-up 
Industry 

Plowdon Report 

Focused area-
based Initiatives 

GIAs 

Urban 
Programme 

 

Industrial 
decline and 
service growth 

Thatcher 

Property-led 
Regen 

Enterprise 
Zones 

UDCs 

Estate Action 

Housing Action 
Trusts 

Planning by 
appeal 

 

 

Sustained 
growth, but 
rising inequality 

Major / Blair 

Integrated 
Budgets 

Plan-led 

Greenfield-
Brownfield 

Urban 
renaissance 

Regional 
Bodies 

SRB, NDC, 
NRF, HMR 

Responding to 
credit crunch 
and global 
recession 

Cameron…. 

Localism 

Spending cuts 
and financial 
autonomy 

Asset value 
release 

Economic 
Development 
not 
regeneration? 

 

Where we are 
now 
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Context for economic & planning 
decision-making 

Economic Drivers: 
Sluggish growth 

Political Drivers: 
Growth, localism & 
decentralisation 

Financial Drivers: 
Public finances and 

austerity 

planning       
structure and 

policy 
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Presumption in favour of 
sustainable development 

Needs clarity: 
• Stable economic growth 

and employment 
• Social progress 

recognising all needs 
• Prudent use of 

resources 
• Protection of the 

environment 
• Precautionary principle 

– ‘sound science’ 

• “Local authorities should plan 
positively for development, and 
approve all individual 
proposals.....unless the adverse 
impacts of allowing development 
would significantly and 
demonstrably outweigh the 
benefits...” para. 14  
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Without it...... 
• Inherent conflict 

between growth/PSFD 
and neighbourhood 
planning and a people 
& place agenda 
 

BRH 

Associates 



Planning Policy 
• „Local Plans‟ 

welcome 
• Sensible transition 

arrangements 
• Support 

supplementary 
planning documents 
– Devil in the detail 
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Town Centre First 
• Weakened policies and 

no strategic context 
• A clear statement of 

town centres first 
• Town centre first 

trumps presumption in 
favour of sustainable 
development 

• Apply to all relevant 
uses, offices, tourism 
etc 
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Sustainable Transport 
• NPPF Weak:"where 

reasonable to do 
so“ 

• Sustainable 
transport should be 
at the centre of 
every policy 

• Integration between 
development and 
transport hard and 
soft infrastructure 
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Green or Brown? 
• Simple: restore 

presumption in 
favour of brownfield 
land development 
first 
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Heritage 
• No presumption in 

favour of protecting 
historic environment 

• Weak protection for 
everyday heritage 

• Stronger policies 
• Importance of heritage 

to places where it is 
good to live, work, play 
and invest 
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Guidance...the details 
• Huge amount lost 
• What‟s to replace it? 
• Needs to be: 

– Timely 
– Consistent 
– Efficient 
– What can be 

salvaged, e.g. Flood 
risk 
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So.......... 
• Avoid debate being 

hijacked 
• Make your views known 
• Say what you want – 

suggest alternatives 
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And definitely don‟t panic 
• Needs and proposals must 

be assessed objectively 
• Still a plan led system   
• Many existing plans meet 

the framework -  but get on 
with your Local Plan 

• NPPF „only‟ a material 
consideration 

• LAs must seize the 
initiative and be 
robust 
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